DISCIPLESHIP: GROWING UP!

HOW DOES BEING A CHRISTIAN AFFECT ME SOCIALLY, WITH REGARD TO THE WORLD?

For a great number of us Christians the idea of our social life being under the Lordship of the Word of God, the Lord Jesus Christ himself, is, to a more or less degree, strange, wrong, a bit ridiculous or going just too far, even though, if, and when, we’re challenged on this idea, we would protest our innocence very strongly.
However, within the Word it becomes very clear that our Father wants to be involved in everything we say, do, think or dream about (1Cor.10:31), and in Col.3:23-24, it also becomes clear that he has given us precise guidelines, so we are without excuse.
In Jh.15:18-19 we are told that the world will hate us because of Jesus Christ, and because Jesus Christ is the Word of God, if we acknowledge the truth of that Word before the world, it will hate us all the more, giving us what could be described, at the very least, as a hard time, and at times that could amount to persecution. (Jh.15:20-21)
In Jh.17:14-17 we find that when the Word of God is in our lives, empowering us to live according to his standards, the world hates us; because the result of God’s truth in us is that the world is then forced to see that all it has to live by is a lie. (1Jh.3:6-10, Jh.8:44, & 3:16-21)
The reason for this is that in Jh.16:8-11 we find the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of the Word in us, brings conviction to the world of sin, righteousness and judgment, and an acute awareness of its hopeless, lost, condemned position - unless it turns to God's Word - Jesus Christ. (Heb.4:12-13)
Love of the world, or the things it has to offer, makes us God's enemies. (1Jh.2:15-17)  This includes love of the quite legitimate things it has to offer, such as foods, clothing, houses, cars, education, work, play, and so on, not just the evil things of the world.
Even friendship with the world, through its ideas and values, causes us to be enemies of God. (Jas.4:4)  So we must remember that though we are not of the world, we are nevertheless in the world, and we are here for a purpose, which we must never forget. (John.17:15-18, Acts 1:8)
Again, we must never allow ourselves to get caught up in ‘religious’ rules and regulations, because we have been set free from all of this. (Gal.5:1, John.8:31-36, lCor.6:12 & 10:23, Gal.4:8-11, Col.2:16-17)
But at the same time we must recognize that all authority here is from God. (Rom.13:1-7, lPet.2:17, Heb.13:7 & 17) And so we must obey these authorities, unless, of course, what they are telling us to do is contrary to what God says in His Word. (Acts.4:19 & 5:29)
We are to be the light of the world, the only real eternal light, because of the Light of the Word in us, and so we must let that light shine through us. (John.8:12, Mat.5:14-16, John.15:22)
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